
MI027 

1 

Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Marine Inquiry 

Written submission from Aberdeenshire Council 

Are the objectives for the establishment of the Scottish Marine Regions still 
appropriate? 

Yes 

How effective has the approach to establishing Marine Planning Partnerships 
been in practice?  

Not very effective.  The suggested approach is rather vague for non-island local 
authorities.  It is not clear who should take the lead role.  Aberdeenshire Council had 
expected that the existing local Marine Partnerships would take a lead role in Regional 
Marine Planning but these partnerships do not have the capacity or resources to do 
this. 

What progress has been made in the development and implementation of 
Regional Marine Plans and what are the objectives and priorities for the next 5-
10 years? 

Little progress has been made in the North East and Moray Marine regions. 

Is the system of marine planning sufficiently integrated with the terrestrial 
planning system? 

Yes.  The necessary consultations take place in the Plan making process and for 
specific development proposals.  We are not sure the level of integration suggested in 
the Planning Circular 1/2015 is actually necessary or achievable.  Marine issues are 
one of the many issues considered in terrestrial Planning and decision making. 

What is required to deliver an effective Marine Planning system under Part 3 of 
the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010?  

Additional resources for all bodies who are expected to be involved in Regional Marine 
Planning.  Local authorities require dedicated staff and budget resources if they are 
required to take a lead or play a significant role.  Local authorities do not have the 
capacity to be involved. 

What funding and support is available for the development of RMPs? 

None that we are aware of. 

What duties/requirements are there on local authorities to develop and 
implement RMPs? 

None for non-island authorities.  There is an expectation that other local authorities 
will be involved but there is no duty or statutory requirement to do so.  There is an 
expectation that Strategic and local development planners will form a key component 
of local authority representation but there is no statutory requirement for this. 

Is there sufficient marine planning expertise in all Local Authorities for 
development of RMPs? 

No - Aberdeenshire Council does not have this expertise. 


